Sproughton Neighbourhood Plan Examination
Questions of clarification from the Examiner to the Parish Council and BDC

Having completed my initial review of the Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan), I would be grateful if both Councils (as appropriate) could kindly assist me as appropriate in answering the following questions which either relate to matters of fact or are areas in which I seek clarification or further information.  Please do not send or direct me to evidence that is not already publicly available.

1. Policy SPTN 7 (Area of Local Landscape Sensitivity) identifies an area as proposed Valued Landscape and this is shown on Map 5 of the Plan.  What evidence is presented to support this designation and the extent of the identified area?  Has the resolution to grant planning permission subject to legal agreement for planning application DC/21/02671/OUT affected this part of the draft policy?  If so, in what way?
 
2. Policy SPTN 8 (Settlement Gaps) identifies a number of settlement gaps shown on Map 6.  What evidence is presented to support the identification of the gaps?

3. Policy SPTN 9 (Important Views) identifies a number of views.  The Plan (page 37) refers to a separate appraisal of views.  Please could a copy of this be forwarded to me?  If this is not available publicly, please confirm what evidence has been relied on to identify all of the views.  Given the resolution to grant planning permission for DC/21/02671, are any updates or changes to this policy needed?  If so, please specify what those changes should be.

4. Policy SPTN 14 (Buildings of Local Significance).  This policy is supported by the Appraisal of Non-Designated Heritage Assets.  This document seems to cover some additional properties not included in the Policy.  Is this correct and intentional?  Secondly, are Nos 1, 3 and 5 Lower Street identified in the Appraisal?  Thirdly, in relation to Lower Chantry Cottages, only No 1 is identified in the policy; is this intentional (given the importance of the pair is referred to)?

5. Policy SPTN 15 (Sproughton Special Character Area).  The Plan (page 47) refers to a separate appraisal.  Please could a copy of this be forwarded to me?

6. Paragraph 8.15 refers to a Green Infrastructure Framework 2012 and the Haven Gateway Green Infrastructure Strategy 2015.  Please could the status and relevance of these documents be confirmed; is Map 8 up to date and appropriate to include in the Plan?

7. On the Wolsey Grange Inset Map, what does the brown coloured land/area signify?  It doesn’t seem to be on the key?  If this to show consented sites for housing, is this necessary?  Are any other updates needed?

8. Was land north of the A1071 allocated in any previous versions of the neighbourhood plan?

9. Given that a consultation has recently started on the Proposed Modifications to the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan, I would be grateful if BDC in particular could indicate whether any implications arise for the examination of the Sproughton Neighbourhood Plan.

It may be the case that on receipt of your anticipated assistance on these matters that I may need to ask for further clarification or that further queries will occur as the examination progresses.  These queries are raised without prejudice to the outcome of the examination.  Where I have invited changes to be suggested, this is entirely without prejudice to my consideration of the issue.

Please note that this list of clarification questions is a public document and that your answers will also be in the public domain.  Both my questions and your responses should be placed on the Councils’ websites as appropriate.  

With many thanks, 


Ann Skippers MRTPI
Independent Examiner
19 March 2022


