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Sproughton  

Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Dear Resident of Sproughton 
A Neighbourhood Plan is being created by a group of residents (the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee) working with the Parish Council. The plan will capture how we, as parishioners 
want to see our village & the wider parish develop. Once the Neighbourhood Plan has been 
completed & adopted Babergh District Council must take note of what it says when 
considering future development in a parish. It will also help protect the rural nature of the 
parish. The Neighbourhood Plan will link in to the Babergh Mid-Suffolk Join Local Plan that 
you have been consulted on previously in 2017 & 2019. 

This survey is your chance to have your say. 

The survey is a critical part of creating the plan. The Plan will carry much more weight if we 
can demonstrate it is based on solid evidence from our community. We are distributing one 
paper copy of the questionnaire to each resident over 16 years of age – please take the 
time to complete it.  

If you have any questions or require additional copies of the survey then please either email 
sproughtonneighbourhoodplan@gmail.com  or phone 07376 281547 

Your names are NOT shown on the survey & ALL ANSWERS ARE TREATED AS CONFIDENTIAL  

Once completed please:- 
a) Hand it into the community village shop 
b) Post in the Parish Council post box outside the Barley room (rear of the Tithe Barn) 
c) Hand deliver: collection points with designated Neighbourhood Post boxes 

i. Oakdene, Burstall Lane, Sproughton, IP8 3DJ 
ii. Riverbank House, 8 Barker Close, IP20DU 

iii. Ring for collection: 07376 281547 

Rhona Jermyn – Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Committee 

YOUR OPINION COUNTS 
Please complete this Neighbourhood Plan Survey within two weeks of receiving it.  

CLOSING DATE: Monday 6th July  

mailto:sproughtonneighbourhoodplan@gmail.com
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PART 1 - YOUR VIEWS ON HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
 

The current number of 
homes in the parish is 
now 630, in 2011 there 
were 461 – an increase 
of 37%  

A lot more housing is 
being planned 
(numbers in blue).  The 
map shows all sites put 
forward for 
development in the 
parish. Blue sites have 
been excluded at this 
point, red sites are 
included. 
 

 

Babergh District Council have already given permission for an additional 550 houses 
(numbers in green).   

The draft Joint Local Plan states that a further 1,650 homes could be accommodated in 
the parish, this includes a site with a nominal 1,000 homes opposite the Millennium 
Green.  

Overall a growth rate of 262%. 

It is recognised that there is a national need for new homes – our parish is not exempt from 
this and we cannot and should not stop development. But we can influence the location, 
size & type of any new development in the parish so that we:  –  

 
a) maintain the rural nature of the parish 
b) stop the parish merging with Ipswich & neighbouring villages 
c) maintain the general character and layout of the village; 
d) try to meet the needs of local people; and 
e) minimize the adverse impact on local infrastructure, facilities and other assets. 
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SECTION A: YOUR VIEWS ON HOUSING DEVELOPMENT IN THE VILLAGE 
 
A1. How concerned are you about the consequences of new housing development in Sproughton? 
Please tick one box for each potential consequence. 

 Very Quite Neutral Not very Not at all 

Loss of village identity  

(.i.e. merging with Ipswich/Bramford)      

Environmental impact (flooding, wildlife,      

air quality, drainage etc.) 

Access and safety problems associated      

with additional traffic 

Construction traffic      

Pressure on school places      

Pressure on health centres      

Adequacy of other facilities and services       

 
A2. What types of housing do you think will be most needed in Sproughton in the next 20 years? 
Please tick one box for each type of housing. 
 Strong Moderate Low No No 
 need need need need opinion 

Starter      

Affordable homes      

Social housing e.g. shared ownership 

housing association 
      

Private rented accommodation      

Homes for ‘downsizers’      

Family homes      

Luxury i.e. executive homes      

Retirement housing      

Sheltered housing      

Self-Build Plots     

 

Other? Please specify here: 
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A3. What importance do you attach to the following reasons for new housing in Sproughton in the 
next 20 years? Please tick one box for each reason. 

 Important Not important No opinion 

To enable young people to remain in the community    

To meet the wider need for more housing    

To enable older people to move to suitable accommodation    

To maintain sufficient use of village services and amenities    

To add to the social mix of the community    

To fund improvements to the community    
 

 
A4. Selection of sites for new housing 
The Neighbourhood Plan may identify additional sites for new homes over the next 20 years. What 
do you think are the most important factors to be considered when identifying sites for new housing 
in Sproughton? Please tick one box for each factor. 

 Important Not important No opinion 

Small infill sites (approx 1-10 homes)    

Should “brownfield” sites be prioritised for development 

 i.e. previously developed    

Sites should be greenfield – i.e. farmland    

Preference should be given to sites closest to the village centre    

Development should not impact on historic buildings 

or their setting    

Development should not impact on important trees, 

natural features or open spaces    

Proposals should protect important views into and out 

of the village    

Sites should have existing pavement links to the village centre    

The site is available for development    

The site will not increase the risk of flooding    

Safe vehicle access to the site    

Development should not mean merging with Ipswich ,   

or neighbouring villages (Bramford, Burstall) 

 

Are there any other factors that you consider are important? Please specify here: 
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A5. What do you think about the number of houses we have currently (including the number currently 
approved, as outlined above)? Please tick one box. 

Need a lot more  Need a few more  About right  

 

A6. In your opinion, how many more new homes should be built here in the next 20 years? Please tick 
one box. 

Less than 10  10-25  

50 - 100  100 - 200  

200 - 500  500 - 1000  

1000 +  Don’t know  

 

A7. How important do you think it is for any new building development (including those previously 
approved) to match the styles of surrounding buildings or the character of the village? Please tick one 
box. 

Very important     Not important           Fairly important     No opinion    

 

 

A8. New development can bring with it money from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) to 
enhance existing and provide new facilities. The Parish Council gets 25% of any Levy if it has a 
Neighbourhood Plan, but only 15% if it doesn’t. If new development were to happen in Sproughton 
what facilities would you like to see improved/provided? Please tick one box for each facility. 
 
 Strong Moderate Low No No 
 need need need need opinion 

Improvements to existing Village Hall      

Improvements to the Tithe Barn          

Facilities for the allotments       

Village car park      

Upgrading recreational facilities      

Improved Public rights of way          

Additional Green Space and Footpaths          

Improved services 
(e.g. mains gas/broadband/sewage)     
 

Are there any other facilities that you think should be considered? Please specify here: 
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A9. What principles should influence the design of new houses? Please tick one box for each principle. 

 Important Not important No opinion 

Use of modern efficient energy and eco-friendly technology    

Have off-street parking    

Be innovative in design    

Be limited to two storeys    

Have pavements and kerbstones by the roadside    

Have a garden    

Be in keeping with the current look and feel of the village    

 

SECTION B: YOUR VIEWS ON LOCAL TRANSPORT/HIGHWAYS 
 

B1. Do you agree with the following? Please tick all that apply. 

The frequency of bus services to Ipswich 
needs to increase  

The frequency of bus services to Hadleigh 
needs to increase                                  

No opinion  Do not use the bus services              

Additional bus routes are needed                                   Additional cycle routes needed        

 

If ticked, To/From:                                                                                                                                                                
 
Pavements within the village need 
improvement
  

Existing cycle routes to/from Ipswich need improving


Which routes in/out of the village need improvement?







Are there any other factors that you consider are important? Please specify here:  
 
 
 
 
 



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SECTION C: YOUR VIEWS ON THE ENVIRONMENT, GREEN SPACES & 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Sproughton has several green spaces that contribute to its rural character. We would like to find out 
whether you know about them and use them! There are also public footpaths and bridleways that provide 
access to green spaces and the surrounding countryside. 
C1. Please tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements. Please tick one box for each 
statement. 
 Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
 agree    disagree 

Our hedgerows and mature trees need  

to be protected 
      

We have plenty of accessible green 

spaces to walk in and enjoy 
      

We need more footpaths and bridleways        

I value the wildlife and biodiversity in 

our community 
      

Open views across fields and woods are 
important assets to be protected 

      

The dark night sky is an asset       

Should our housing need take priority                              

over protection of the environment 
      

Our history and built heritage is important      

Our peace and rural quiet is important      

I am in favour of developments which    

harvest energy from natural sources. 
      

I think we should invest in renewable energy 

sources in a project organised by the community 
      

 
C2. Are you satisfied that you have sufficient access to the countryside? 
 

Yes  Go to C4 No  Go to C3 

 

C3. Please indicate all of the things that are preventing access: Please tick all that apply. 

  Yes  

Lack of signage or condition of signage    

The state or condition of footpaths    

Lack of footpaths    

Inaccessible because of stiles or gates    

Too much dog fouling    

Please tell us where these problems are in the comments at the end of the section.    
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C4. How frequently do you use the following? Please tick all that apply. 

                                                         Daily            Weekly         Monthly Not as           Not at        Never 
   often all heard of it 

Hazel Woods                                   

Gipping River Path                                 

Millennium Green                 

Playing field and play area       

Our local public footpaths 

and bridleways 



      

Other Please state: 
 
 

 

C5. What do you feel are the POSITIVE features of our community? Please tick all that apply. 

A sense of community   Rural yet close to bigger towns  

Quiet  Village shop  

Open and green fields  Walks and pathways  

Local wildlife and habitats  Friendly and safe environment  

Village Pub  Village School and Play Group  

The rural character of the Parish  Village Hall 

Something else? Please tell us here: 
 
 
  

 

C6. What do you feel are the WEAKNESSES of our community? Please tick all that apply. 

Pedestrian safety  Car parking  

Volume of traffic  Speed of traffic  

Litter  Dog fouling  

Road quality  Light pollution (e.g. exterior/security lighting)                   

Lack of cycle routes                                                     
Excessive or inappropriate signage  Divided by the A14                                                          

Something else? Please tell us here: 
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C7. Sproughton’s Neighbourhood Plan should make provision for the conservation and enjoyment of 
our historic landscape environment in order to reinforce the character of our Parish and our 
community. Which of the following do you rate as important so far as conservation and enhancement 
are concerned?  
 Important Not important No opinion 

Our historic buildings                                                           

Green spaces in/surrounding our Parish                                  

Special historic landscape areas & views                          

A village pub   


Are there any particular views or places of special importance to you in Sproughton? Please enter details: 
 
 
 
 

SECTION D: YOUR VIEWS ON SERVICES, AMENITIES AND EMPLOYMENT 
 

D1. Please tell us how much you agree or disagree with these statements. Please tick one box for each 
statement. 

 Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
 agree    disagree 

Our village shop is a valuable asset      

Our village pub is a valuable asset      

Our Tithe barn is a valuable asset      

People generally park considerately      

Our allotments are a valuable asset      

We have enough play areas      

We have enough sports facilities      

Our mobile library service is good      

The church hall is a valuable asset                       

We have enough village groups, clubs 

& social activities      

We need more things for young people to do      

We need more things for older people to do      

We need more visitor accommodation      

We need more dog waste bins      

We need more litter bins      

We need more benches/seating      
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Something else? Please tell us here: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D2. Is more employment in the village and local area needed for Sproughton to stay “vibrant”? Please 
tick one box. 

Yes  No  

What type of business would be 
most appropriate to attract? 

 

 

D3. Do you work in Sproughton or work from home? Please tick one box. 

Yes                                      Go to “Part 2 – your housing needs” 

No                                       Go to D4 

Don’t work / Retired             Go to “Part 2 – your housing needs”   
 

D4. Do you travel to work from Sproughton? Please tick one box. 

Yes        Go to D5 No   Go to “Part 2 – your housing needs” 

 

D5. If yes, how do you normally travel?  

Car/van driver     Car passenger   Motorcycle       Bus     Bicycle     

 

PART 2 - YOUR HOUSING NEEDS 

In this part of the survey we are collecting information on any specific housing needs that you may 
have now, or anticipate having in the future. This information will guide the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan by helping us understand the type and mix of housing that is required locally. 

SECTION E: YOUR CURRENT HOME 

E1. Is this your main home? Please tick one box. 

Yes, main home   Go to E2                                      No, second home    Go to “Part 3 – and finally” 

 

E2. What type of home do you live in? Please tick one box. 

Bedsit / Studio  Detached House  

Flat / Apartment  Detached Bungalow  

Terraced House (Inc. end of terrace)  Semi-detached house  

Mobile Home (permanent site)  Semi-detached bungalow  

Other   
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E3. What is the status of this home? Please tick one box. 

Owner-occupied (no loan / mortgage)  Tied housing (linked with job)  

Owner-occupied (with loan / mortgage)  Shared ownership (housing association)  

Rent privately  Rent from the Council  

Rent from a Housing Association  Other  

 E4. How long have you lived in the following places? Please tick one box for each option. 

 Under 1 year 1- 3 years 4 – 10 years  Over 10 years 

This home       

Sproughton       

Suffolk       

E5. How many bedrooms does your home have? Please tick one box. 

1   2   3   4   5 or more  

E6. How many people normally live in your household? Please tick one box. 

1   2   3   4   5 or more  

E7. How many of the household's vehicles are regularly parked within the boundaries of your 
property? Please tick one box. 

0   1   2 or more  

E8. How many of the household's vehicles are regularly parked on the public highway? Please tick one 
box. 

0   1   2 or more  

E9. Is your house adapted for long-term illness or disability? Please tick one box. 

Yes                                 No    

 

SECTION F: YOUR FUTURE NEEDS 
 

F1. Do you think you will move to a different home in the future? Please tick one box. 

Yes, in the process of doing so   

Go to F2 

Yes, in 3 to 5 years  

Go to F2 

Yes, within a year  

Go to F2 

Yes, but don’t know when  

Go to F2 

Yes, in 1 to 2 years  

Go to F2 

No  

Go to “Part 3 – and finally” 
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F2. If you are thinking of moving would you like to move to: Please tick one box. 
 

Within / to Sproughton only  

Go to F3 

A parish adjoining Sproughton   

Go to “Part 3 – and finally” 

Elsewhere in Suffolk  

Go to “Part 3 – and finally” 

Outside Suffolk   

Go to “Part 3 – and finally” 

F3. What type of house would you like to move to: Please tick all that apply. 
 

New build   Go to F4 Self-build    Go to F4 An existing house   Go to F5 

F4. As you ticked “New build” or “Self-build” in F3, why? Please tick all that apply. 
 

Lower maintenance costs  

Go to F6 

Better energy efficiency  

Go to F6 

More adaptable / accessible home  

Go to F6 

Better overall design  

Go to F6 

Better build quality  

Go to F6 

Control over design / features  

Go to F6 

F5. As you ticked “An existing house” in F3, what type? Please tick all that apply. 

Bedsit / Studio  Detached House  

Flat / Apartment  Detached Bungalow  

Terraced House (inc. end of terrace)  Semi-detached house  

Mobile Home (permanent site)  Semi-detached bungalow  

Residential Care Home  Other  

F6. How many bedrooms do you expect to have when you move? Please tick one box. 
 

1   2   3   4   5 or more  

F7. Has something been preventing you from moving within Sproughton?  Please tick one box.  
 

NO  Go to “Part 3 – and finally”                               

Yes, for less than a year  

Go to F8 

Yes, for 1 – 5 years  

Go to F8 

Yes, for over 5 years   

Go to F8 
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F8. What are the main reasons for wanting / needing to move? Please tick all that apply. 

To move closer to family or friends  Wanting to rent a home  

To move to cheaper accommodation  Wanting to buy own home  

To be closer to work or a new job  Retirement  

To move to a smaller home  To move to an accessible home  

To move to a larger home  To make it easier to receive care/support  

Wanting to buy a newly built home  To provide care to family/friends  

Wanting a bigger garden  To move to a better neighbourhood  

Wanting a smaller garden  To move to a school catchment area  

Wanting an easier to maintain home  Other  

 

PART 3 – AND FINALLY 

Please provide your postcode in the box so we can see whether we have a good cross-section of 
responses. It will be used for NO OTHER PURPOSE and will remain CONFIDENTIAL. 

 

 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

POSTCODE :  
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What would you cherish about Sproughton? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
What would you like to see improved? 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


