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The Sproughton Millenium Green Trust continues to be supported by the same group of volunteers over the previous 12 months. This small group meet on a regular basis to continue to manage the maintenance and availability of the Green for the local community.

Thankfully, the weather has been kinder to us during this past 12 months and whilst we have seen some rainfall, we have not suffered the major flooding of the site that we witnessed during the prior 12 months. Equally we have not had any “semi-permanent” visitors to the site during this period. 

The team have attended the Green on a number of occasions to carry out general maintenance work, specifically attending to a request from National Highways to dig a drainage trench from the roadside in the direction of the river. As anticipated, this has proved a futile exercise as the Green is not the reason or cause of the nearby flooding, but the team carried out the request as per the instruction placed on us.

Equally, we continue with the planned re-wilding with the perimeter areas being dug, weeded and sown with wildflower seed. This carries an element of expense but the Trust feels that this will be worthwhile if we are able to sustain a wildflower area (although this is proving a challenge to establish given the extensive weed growth both above and below ground levels)

Thanks once again goes to the UK Power Networks teams led by Mark Scannell who give up their volunteer days to attend the site and carry out extensive tree maintenance, saving the trust several thousand pounds.

The major event of the past 12 months was the planning and execution of a family day (FAB), the event was a considerable achievement, and the Trust members deserve thanks and praise for the efforts given. Particular thanks have to be recognised for the extreme effort (and personal outlay) from both Jon Tuppen and Mark Scannell along with support from Charlie Barber and other Directors for both the input prior to the event and supporting the event on the day. Outside of the Trust members, I would say a huge thank you to Ralph for his insight, support and physical effort. There were many others that played a part in ensuring this event was as successful as it could be and I thank them all. We have had numerous positive feedback about this event and many have called for an annual repeat. This will take effort and commitment from a larger group to ensure success. 

During the year we said farewell to our long standing Treasurer (Gill Sharley), we thank her for her long term commitment to the Trust and wish her well in her other volunteer roles and Vic Gray decided it was high time to hang up his boots and enjoy retirement, we thank Vic for his effort and insights.

Darren Smith, Chair, Jan 2024
