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	[bookmark: _Hlk55473751]Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Barley Room, Tithe Barn, Lower Street, Wednesday 9th November 2022 at 7:30pm
Attendees: Cllr Powell, Davies, Curl, Maxwell, King, Kirsty Webber (Clerk), Member of the public
AGENDA
1. OPENING INCLUDING PUBLIC FORUM
1.1. The member of the public asked several questions regarding the contents of the agenda. Cllr Davies requested that the questions be submitted by email. The member of public agreed to submit questions in writing.
2. APOLOGIES
2.1. None received
3. COUNCILLORS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST RELEVANT TO ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA
3.1. All councillors declared an interest in the following planning developments: - Chantry Vale, Pigeon, Hopkins Homes & Sproughton Enterprise Park
4. CONSIDERATION OF DISPENSATIONS FOR A PECUNIARY INTEREST
4.1. None Received
5. MINUTES
5.1. Councillors to consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th October 2022
5.1.1 These were believed to be factually correct. Cllr Powell proposed, Cllr Maxwell seconded all Cllrs agreed to the minutes of the 12th October 2022.
5.2. Review of actions from previous minutes
5.2.1 All actions complete.
6. ACTIONS & PROJECTS
6.1. Bench Plaque Policy review and approve.
6.1.1 Cllr Curl requested an amendment to pt 4 so that plaques will only be attached to the bench by a PC representative. Cllr Powell proposed to approve the policy with the updated amendment, Cllr Davies seconded, all Cllrs agreed. Policy to be amended
7. FINANCE
7.1. [bookmark: _Hlk73614552]Monthly Payments – Councillors to approve this month’s payments: 
7.1.1. Cllr Powell proposed to approve the monthly payments, Cllr King seconded, all Cllrs agreed.
7.2. Bank Reconciliation approval. 
7.2.1. Cllr King proposed to approve the Bank Reconciliations, Cllr Maxwell seconded all Cllrs agreed.
7.3. Grant application 
7.3.1. Cllrs discussed a grant received from Sproughton Primary School for the resurfacing of the playground. Cllr Curl questioned if this should be funded by the council and not by the education department. Cllr Davies proposed to award a grant for £500.00 once remaining funds have been raised and the drainage problem that should precede resurfacing has been completed. Cllr Powell seconded; 2 Cllrs agreed. 1 Cllr disagreed. KW to notify school
7.4. Beer Festival grants
7.4.1 A meeting was held by the Beer Festival Committee to discuss and agree grants applications received They are as per the below: - 
Meet up Monday                    £250.00
Include School                      £752.00
Community Shop                    £539.99
Sproughton Primary School £1,500.00
Sproughton Soup Shack         £200.00
Toddler Group                        £500.00
For future consideration was racking for the Beer Festival. The Church requested a grant, this was not approved.
Bumblebee charity only submitted their request on Tuesday 8th November after the meeting had been held and therefore was not considered.
Cllr Davies proposed to agree the above grants, Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed. A letter is to be written informing people if their grants were successful.
7.5. Tithe Barn Chairs & Tables
7.5.1 KW requested Cllrs consider the purchase of additional tables chairs and rack due to events often running out of these.
Cllrs are happy to consider this but need three quotes to compare pricing. KW to obtain quotes
7.6. Clerks pay scale as per LGA pay scale
7.6.1 New LGA pay scales have been issued for local government employees, mandatory increases are to be backdated to April 2022. Cllr Powell proposed that the Clerk contact SALC payroll to implement the pay increase. Cllr Davies seconded all Cllrs agreed. KW to inform Payroll
8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND RELEVANT GROUPS
8.1. Tithe Barn
8.1.1 Update: The storage cupboard will be cleared next week to enable SPC to be able to store new tables & chairs if the purchase is approved. Cllr Davies has been sent all Income/Outgoings of the barn to analyse if there is a need to increase the fees.
HD to analyse figures
8.2. Allotments
8.2.1 Update: Allotment rent is nearly all in. KW advised she will be doing inspection of allotments to ensure all chickens are in covered pens to comply with the avian flu regulations.
8.3. Community Shop
8.3.1 A meeting has been arranged for 21st November 2022
8.4. Playing Field Management Committee
8.4.1 Letter is being drafted in relation to the Memorandum of Understanding. Cllr Davies stated that she attended the recent PFMC AGM & Ordinary Meeting – it was noted that the plans for the new pavilion are complete and will be submitted to Babergh shortly. The PFMC Chair agreed to send the plans to SPC for review against the Neighbourhood Plan.
8.5. Children’s Play Area
8.5.1 As above
      8.6 Burial Ground
8.6.1 Update:  A second quote has been received for the installation of the benches. As per the approval at the meeting on the 12th October, the cheapest quote will be accepted.
8.6.2 Memorial approval: Cllrs discussed a letter received from a relative regarding changing a memorial. The revised memorial does not fall within the burial ground regulations. All Cllrs agreed that this cannot be approved. Cllr Powell proposed that the relative is advised that we would recommend that they speak to the stonemason, and request they get in touch with us so we can work together to reach a solution. Cllr Davies seconded all Cllrs agreed. KW to contact relative to advise outcome.
8.6.3 Cllr Davies proposed to approve the memorial of T/L J. Sutor. Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed. KW to contact stonemason do advise approval has been given.
8.6.4 Cllr Powell advised that the burial ground regulations need to be clarified more, this will be investigated and brought to the next meeting.
9. THE COUNCIL SHALL RESOLVE TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS IN ORDER TO CONSIDER CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS    
9.1 It was resolved to exclude the public & press to consider legal matters. Cllr Davies proposed, Cllr Powell seconded all Cllrs agreed. The member of the public then left the meeting.
9.2 The confidential matter was discussed, and action agreed.
10.TO AGREE TIME, DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
10.1 Wednesday 14th December 2022 at 7:30pm in the Barley Room
11.ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
    11.1 Standard agenda and any other items to be sent to Clerk
12.AOB
      12.1 Kings Coronation – marquee has been booked
      12.2 KW asked the Cllrs if the Barley Room could be used to host a warm space initiative.  A proposed Soup Shack – will start December through February
13.CLOSE OF MEETING
    13.1 Meeting closed at 21:05pm

Helen Davies
Helen Davies, Chairman, Sproughton Parish Council
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