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GRANT POLICY & CRITERIA
1. Purpose of the Policy
Sproughton Parish Council may award grants to organisations that can demonstrate a clear need for financial support to deliver activities or services that provide a direct benefit to the residents of Sproughton. All grants must fall within the legal powers available to the Council.
Grants may be awarded under the General Power of Competence (Localism Act 2011). Where the Council does not hold this power, grants will be awarded under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, which requires that expenditure is in the interests of, and brings direct benefit to, the parish or its residents.
2. Objectives of Grant Funding
Grant funding must support one or more of the following:
· Providing a service to Sproughton residents
· Enhancing quality of life
· Improving the local environment
· Promoting Sproughton in a positive way
3. Exclusions
The Parish Council will not award grants to:
· Private individuals
· Commercial or profit‑making organisations
· Activities for which another public body has a statutory duty to fund or provide
· “Upward funders” where local fundraising is passed to a central HQ for redistribution
· Political parties
· Religious organisations, unless the project is non‑discriminatory and open to all
· Organisations without a bank account
· Retrospective applications for expenditure already incurred
Only one application per organisation per financial year will be considered.
The Council will not make ongoing or multi‑year commitments; a fresh application is required each year.
4. Availability of Funds
Grant availability depends on:


· The Council’s overall financial position
· The annual grants budget set during the budget‑setting process
· Legal limits on expenditure (including Section 137 limits where applicable)
The Council may set a maximum award per applicant each year, depending on budget and demand.
Applicants are encouraged to seek funding from other bodies where appropriate.
5. Eligibility Criteria
5.1 Your Organisation must:
· Be formally constituted or have a written set of rules
· Hold its own bank account in the organisation’s name
· Produce annual accounts showing income, expenditure, and financial position
· Demonstrate financial soundness (i.e., solvency and appropriate financial controls)
· Hold a Child Protection Policy if working with children
· Hold a GDPR‑compliant Privacy Policy explaining how personal data is collected, stored, and shared
· Be based in or near Sproughton and delivering services to Sproughton residents, or
· Be based outside Sproughton but providing services not otherwise available to Sproughton residents
5.2 Your Application must:
· Demonstrate a clear and measurable benefit to some or all Sproughton residents
· Include cost estimates for project‑based applications
· Outline proposals clearly if not applying for a specific project
· Provide all required supporting documentation
6. Application Procedure
· Applications must be submitted on the official application form.
· Completed applications will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting at which the application appears on the agenda.
· Late or incomplete applications will not be considered and may be resubmitted at the next cycle.
· The Parish Clerk may advise applicants on policy requirements before submission.
· Applications are discussed and voted on in public Parish Council meetings.
· Councillors with a connection to an applicant organisation must declare an interest and will not participate in discussion or voting.


· Applicants will be notified of the Council’s decision as soon as possible after the meeting.
· If an application fails to meet policy requirements, the applicant will be informed promptly.
7. Conditions of Grant
· Grants must be used only for the purpose stated in the application.
· Any unused funds must be returned to the Council.
· Organisations receiving a grant must provide a report at the Annual Parish Meeting showing how the money was spent and the outcomes achieved
· The Council reserves the right to request evidence of expenditure.
8. Monitoring and Review
The Council will review this policy periodically to ensure compliance with legislation, audit requirements, and best practice.
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